
 GOD KNOWS YOU AND YOU KNOW GOD, Pro. 20:27 
- Our text today from Proverbs says, "the spirit of man is the lamp of the Lord, searching all the 

innermost parts of his being." Pro 20:27.  
- God is the default of the soul. Why does swiping on a phone never swipe God? Me thinks it is 

programmed by the godless world to hide God from our thoughts  
 
WHAT IS THIS LAMP? "The spirit of man" is the Lord's lamp, lighting the soul to truth and what's right. 

● The Lamp is what illuminates, bringing understanding, consciousness of truth, of what is wrong.  
○ What is the spirit of man? It looks for light. It wants truth. It is a compass designed to point north. It is 

like the Hooking Pigeon that seeks it's place with God. 
○ It is not merely the breath of man that animates BUT beyond that thinks and feels and chooses and 

worships.  
○ It is the part that worships and chooses to accept or reject God. It is the conscience that is pricked 

when doing wrong and knows it ought to do right. 
● This is the lamp or light of the Lord.  

○ "For when Gentiles who do not have the Law do instinctively the things of the Law, these, not having 
the Law, are a law to themselves. 15in that they show the work of the Law written in their hearts, their 
conscience bearing witness and their thoughts alternately accusing or else defending them," 
Romans 2:14-15 

○ "18For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men 
who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 19because that which is known about God is evident 
within them; for God made it evident to them. 20For since the creation of the world His invisible 
attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through 
what has been made, so that they are without excuse." Romans 1:18-20. 

○ Mankind knows to do right, being convicted by the conscience that alternately accuses or defends the 
man, because God wants us to know Him and to be without excuse if we live as if we do not.  

○ Man can only know to do right and that he ought to worship the Creator rather than the creature 
because the light of God's truth is made to shine in him. This is what Paul spoke of in Romans. 

● The lamp of the Lord, the spirit of man, searches the belly. 
○ Paul said your spirits knows you best: "11 For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except 

the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so the thoughts of God no one knows except the Spirit of 
God." 1 Cor. 2:11  

○ The spirit of man is the counterpart to his body, and not the non-material part of man, that will live on 
beyond the grave. After a man's body is worn out and laid in the grave the spirit continues on. 

○ What the Holy Spirit is in relation to God, as the spirit of man is in relation to the man. The spirit 
knows your mind as the Holy Spirit knows the mind of God. 

● From the beginning God made man above the animals. "In the image of God he made them male and 
female," Gen. 1:26 

○ One author said, "We have here the dignity of the soul, the great soul of man, that light which lighteth 
every man. 1. It is a divine light; it is the candle of the Lord, a candle of his lighting, for it is the 
inspiration of the Almighty that gives us understanding. He forms the spirit of man within him. It is 
after the image of God that man is created in knowledge. Conscience, that noble faculty, is God’s 
deputy in the soul; it is a candle not only lighted by him, but lighted for him. The Father of spirits is 
therefore called the Father of lights." 
○  

● Here we begin to see the value of the soul and why we should do all we can to walk with the Lord.  
 



WITH THE SPIRIT OF MAN WE KNOW THAT GOD KNOWS US. THE SPIRIT OF MAN IS NEVER HIDDEN 
FROM GOD 
God knows us too: "Searching the innermost parts of his being", Pro 20:27. 

● "God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the 
heart.” 1 Sam. 16:7  

● God knows us intimately says the Hebrews writer.  "For the word of God is living and active and 
sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of Soul and Spirit, of both joints 
and Marrow, and is able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart." Heb. 4:12. 

● even the thoughts and intentions are visible to God when he searches a man's spirit.  
● THIS ALL REMINDS US THAT GOD KNOWS OUR HIDDEN SECRETS, ARE HIDDEN SINS, OUR 

WEAKNESSES, OUR CRIES, OUR FEARS, OUR DOUBTS, OUR DESIRES AND MUCH MORE. 
●  
● God Himself as part of His loving heaven, is able to investigate and examine the innermost parts of a 

man. 
● When God wants to search we cannot hide. "2 Though they dig into Sheol, From there will My hand 

take them; And though they ascend to heaven, From there will I bring them down. 3 "Though they hide 
on the summit of Carmel, I will search them out and take them from there; And though they conceal 
themselves from My sight on the floor of the sea, From there I will command the serpent and it will bite 
them." Amos 9:2-3. 

Psalm 139:1-4 - there is no place you can go that God is not there  
● "1 O LORD, You have searched me and known me. 2 You know when I sit down and when I rise up; 

You understand my thought from afar. 3 You scrutinize my path and my lying down, And are intimately 
acquainted with all my ways. 4 Even before there is a word on my tongue, Behold, O LORD, You know 
it all." Psalm 139:1-4  HE CARES!  

● If you are running from God, like Jonah, God sees. 
● If you are in peril, God is there and hears your prayer. Romans 8:35,39. Nothing can separate you 

from the love of God and from the love of Christ!  
● It is too wonderful of a thought.  

We not only know that we ought to do right, but we also understand our inadequacy.  
David: "What is man that You take thought of him, And the son of man that You care for him?" Ps 8:4.  

● We know we have a loving God who cares for us though we are weak and prone to fall. 
● Even If you are surrounded by enemies, God delivers. 
● God cannot be fooled, or misinformed, or let astray, or confused, or be uncertain, for he knows us 

perfectly and intimately and compassionately. 
God knows when we are insincere: Remember how Jesus said, "for this people honors me with their lips, but 
their hearts are far away from me.." Mt. 15:7-8. 

● God knows if our service and praise our sincere and from the soul. People may appear religious or 
faithful but it is a show. And if it is a show God knows it because he searches into the innermost parts 
of a man's Soul. This is real. 

● "25 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the outside of the cup and of the 
dish, but inside they are full of robbery and self-indulgence. 26 "You blind Pharisee, first clean the 
inside of the cup and of the dish, so that the outside of it may become clean also. 27 "Woe to you, 
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs which on the outside appear 
beautiful, but inside they are full of dead men's bones and all uncleanness. 28 "So you, too, outwardly 
appear righteous to men, but inwardly you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness." Mt. 23:25-28.  

● Do we know when we are living a lie? Acting out a lie? Sure.  
● It ought to humble us knowing our own inadequacy. 
● God knows if our faith and religion are genuine 



 
THE SPIRIT IS THE MOST IMPORTANT MEASURE OF A MAN - Guard your spirit and do right.  

● "Watch over your heart with all diligence,  For from it flow the springs of life." Pro. 4:23 
● Jesus said, Mt. 6:23 says, "22 The eye is the lamp of the body; so then if your eye is clear, your whole 

body will be full of light. 23“But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the 
light that is in you is darkness, how great is the darkness!" Mt6:22-23 

● Why the spirit of man is the lamp of the Lord? To keep us on the right path.  
● The things we think and plan are of great interest to God. This is why He searches. The lamp shines in 

all of the nooks and crannies of the spirit so that God knows you and me intimately.  
● Not based on looks, not genius, not money or the number of friends we have.  
● The choosing, knowing, free will Spirit is God's biggest concern it is the part that will be judged. 
● What the spirit of man does will determine heaven or hell destiny. 
● It is the part of man that is made in the image of God, Genesis 1:26. 
● So guard yourself and do what you know is right. Do not let it become defiled. 

 
HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW YOURSELF?  

● We know better. Solomon said, "7then the dust will return to the earth as it was, and the spirit will return 
to God who gave it." Eccl 12:7 

● Are we being honest? What did we do with the illumination and light of truth from God?  
If we arre honest, we know God is real. You do too. Anyone who says there is no God is a liar, who first 
is lying to self. To know that God is the one who enlightens us is humbling. 
○ It is fools and liars who deny the truth that God has made evident.  
○ "The fool says in his heart there is no God.' Psalm 14:1  
○ The liar says Jesus is not real. "22Who is the liar, if it is not the one who denies that Jesus is the 

Christ? This is the antichrist, who denies the Father and the Son." 1 Jn 2:22  
● There is a lamp of the Lord in us that reminds us we exist not for ourselves. We are made wonderfully 

by Him.  
○ The spirit reminds us there is MEANING to life. There is purpose beyond the satisfying the belly. 
○ It is humbling to know our inadequacy and need for God. It is inspiring to know His care for us.  
○ In your deepest self you know. Have you followed this light to love, believe, and over the truth?  

● Biggest questions in your soul?  
Jesus satisfies the questions. The spirit hungers to know. "where did I come from, why am I here, and, 
where am I going?"  

● "But who do you say that I am?" Mt. 16:15  
● WHO DO YOU SAY JESUS IS?  Jesus Christ is the Christ, the Son of God. I love Him. To believe 

anything else about Jesus is to believe what will condemn us for eternity. We must believe Jesus is 
who He said He is, the only One who can save man's soul. So who do YOU say He is?  

● It was the question Jesus kept asking the disciples.  
If Jesus isn't real, to what or whom would we turn? Mohammed? Buddha? Meditation? Philosophers? 
The smartest and richest and most beautiful? God forbid. To ourselves? Our inner self reminds us to 
look to God.  

● There has never been a man who speaks as Jesus did. He still has words of eternal life. In our spirit we 
know there is more than this flesh. Before we leave this Earth, man's number one mission is to get the 
right answer to these questions. Jesus, not mad and not dishonest, tells us who He is and that we must 
believe that He is, "the only way, the only truth, and the only life." Jn. 14:6. 

● We know God and God knows us. 


